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Speak in g i is ej
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In 1899, excavatio i

y _ g NS were carrie -

Ahscsm]:?asll'ame of the Biblical Archagol?);}:cﬂ
s ;;}T:, at Oxyrhynchys in Egypt and 4
L qrp:h;l:}rrswas made. Bernard. p. Gren r‘cJ(l
- ‘wilh # ‘Hulnl edited and published i,
o :f}'reek 1€ assistance of severa| scholarlc
T i:lranusn:njxp[s found in tpe ]'IElpyl:u”
icn nol‘m English translation thereof an;
el ©S In English. The Volume s

e };ﬁs Er[ltll]f.‘d “The Oxyrhynchag
iy Farc-;c, wi;'c?-jﬂle:;;e pf-[]}'m]am:d fragments
language bug inlcrsperse(i :Imﬁ I.)r;-s;?ée:}l;gcﬁ
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language unknown to the Editors of -the
Volume.

The "unknown language’® remained un-
known till 1927, in which year a Kannada
scholar by name Govinda Pai identified it as
Kannada and published his comments along
with the Fnglish translation of the Greek Farce
in ““Prabhudda Karnataka', a publication of
the Mysore University. The Author of this
booklet. who has a knowledge of several
languages including Kannada, and who has a
commendable intellectual curiosity, has re-
published here the English translation of the
Greek farce and given his own reasons for
coming to the conclusion that the non-Greek
passages in the play are Tamil.

The controversial passages in the play offer
food for profound reflection. Speculative,
semantic and historical imagination has to be
pressced into service before solving the problems
raised by this play, and the solutions arrived at
have to be tested in the cold light of reason.

Material is lacking as to how Grenfell and
Hunt lixed the age of the papyri as well as of
the Greek farce as the 2nd Century A.D. There
is no knowing if the author of the Play was a
Greek, who had picked up smatterings of the
Dravidian language orif he was a Dravidian
who had learnt Greek. As Alexandria in Egypt
was the trade Emporium, where travellers
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The second difficulty the Greek author
faced must have related to the reproduction of
the (misheard?) Dravidian words in Greek
script. Compulsions of Greek Grammar and
zuphony would have subjected the Dravidian
words te a further mutilation during trans-
literation. Tamil Grammar interdicts the
commencement of a word with the consonant
‘7" without prefixing it with a vowel. This rule
has resulted in the hideous transformation of
the English word “receipt’” into “@od "
ifraseedu) and the Urdu word, ‘Rokkam’, into
o _Glrrési” (Urokkam). WNative speakers of
English and Urdu would have to go through a
baffling process of semantic speculation before
reproducing and recognizing the originals of
these contortions as ‘Receipt’ and ‘Rokkam’
respectively. Likewise, Greek Grammar places
an embargo upon words commencing with a
consonant like %k’ ‘m’ or *t’ and requires such
words to be prefixed with sigma, the eighteenth
letter of the Greek alphabet. Sigma corres-
ponds to ‘S’ with the result the Tamil word
‘weir’ (Kal) while transliterated into Greek
would read as ‘skal’ and “Glamd@s"” would
become ‘stoucke’ in Greek.

The difficulties pointed out above illustrate
the kind of pitfalls that a scholar has to guard
against while identifying the Dravidian words
that have keen transliterated into Greek. [do
not think that the Author of this book is
unaware of these pitfalls, but one suspecis that
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he is OVer-generous in some of his conclusions,
as when he infers, solely from the material in
the Greek Play, (1) that the South Indians were

among them virgo inrgcro and (2) that though
the Greeks were Covelous enough ta commit
theft of temple jewels and articles, the Greek
girl, who Plays the role of (he heroine in the
Play, was sp steeped in South Indian culture
that despite instigations, she refused to commit
theft. The Author, who hag shown scientific
lemper and preat ingenuity in unravelling the
mysteries of this Greek play. could afford 1o
have been less CxlLravagant and patriotjc in the
generalizations just mentioned.

The Author has thrown the gauntlet by
asserting that the “unknown® language is Tamil
and it is for other scholars of Dravidian
languages to acecept his challenge, pursue the
controversy and come Lo the Proper conclusions,
After all, the search for truth is more ex
ing than the attainment of ryth. I applaud
the Author of (his work for initiating this search
in the world of Tamil scholarship, which has
remained either SUrprizingly innocent of, or
callously indifferent 10, the problems rajsed by
this Greek Play, despite the fact that eight
decades have elapsed “since it was published in
English and ha]‘f—a~Cenlury has rolled by since
sholars in the neighbouring State of Karnataka

started discussing jt.
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GREEK FARCE

dBr&s BO&FSmeU IBTL &L

F. Lady Charition, rejoice with me at my
escape !

A. Great are the gods.

B. What gods, fool (?)'
A. Cease, fellow.

F. Wait for me here and I will go
and bring the ship to anchor.

A. Go; for see, here
women from the chase.

B. Oh! What huge bows they have!

A woman: Kranuou?
Another ; Lalle®
Another :  Laitalianta Lalle?

i

I

e

Observe the Insulting word used by the buffoon:
What gods, Hindu or Greek?

&raEen (samrarEem) Does he call?

sosh Gaw (sTBsw yshen)—(He i5) coaxing.

Gou @ sr Goo sreirgyd $ sosbFeo (TG G ar o edrmsi
sya@w)—he is coaxing by saying (le and le,) a word
usually wsed in addressing a woman.

come their,

Another .

9

Kotaskos anab iosara®
B. Hail'!
All. Laspathia®
B. Ah! Lady. help!
A. Alemake’
All. Alemake®

B. By Anthena. there is no (harm) from
us.

A. Wretch, they took you for an enemy
and nearly shot you.

B. 1 am always in misfortune. Will you

then. . ... to the river Psolichus®?
A. As you like. (Drums).
All. Minei'®

F. Lady Charition, 1 see the wind is
rising. so that we may cross the

DEr s Far Euim.l 27 (- mwalufer anf srfant)

—an insulting word of the baffoon tothe maiden
{Kodagusu, evidently the Greek lady).

6. Goows ugui—well, beat him.

T. and & =% smih yid&—notl my sister.

She says *It
it not an insulting sound, my sister.”*

Start, then.

W Sards—for bath?

2




All.

10

Indian Ocean and escape. So enter
and fetch your property, and if you
can carry off one of the offerings to
the Goddess.

Prudence, fellow! Those in need of
salvation must not accompany their
petitions to the gods with sacrilege.
For how will the gods listen to men,
who try to win mercy with wicked-
ness ¥

Daon’t you touch; [ will fetch it.
Feich your own things then.

I do not need them either, but only
to see my father’s face.

Enter then; and do you serve them
......and give them their wine strong,
for here they come.

I think they are the daughters of
swine : these too I wili get rid of
(Droms.........ccocoevnevnninn)

Ai arminthi (Drums)"

11, o st BiRs—who has bathed (among you)
meaning that those who have not bathed may lollow
her to the river.

. Hush!

11

They zlso have tun away to the
Psolichus.

Yes; but let us get ready, if we are
to escape.

Lady Charition, get ready, if you
can take under your arm one of the
offerings to the godddess.

Those in need of salvation
must not accompany their petitions
to the gods with sacrilege. For how
will they listen to the prayers of
lhose who are about to gain mercy
by wickedness? The property of the
goddess must remain sacred.

Don’t you touch: I will carry it.

Don’t be silly, but if they come
serve them the wine neat.
But if they will not drink it so?

Fool, in these regions wine is not for
sale. Consequently if they get hold
of this kind of thing, they will drink
it neat against their will (7

T'1l serve them lees and all.

Here they come having bathed with
v ireier e (DrUmMs)-



King. Brathis'?
All. Brathis.
B. What do they say ?

C. Let us draw lots for the shares. he
says.

B. Yes, let us.
King. Stouckepairomellokoroke'
B. Back® accursed wretch!

King. Brathie (Drums) '® Bere konzei
damun petrekio' paktei korlames

12. Gul®p agms—Cause them to play at dice, each

4,
15,

separately, Thc casting of a die is 'to ascertain
whether the player should have his share of fast or
gold or not.

- AArlEs urd@ry JuAGarsri@s—for the boiled

pulses, rush and for the purpose of getting the sauce,
As the eighteenth Greek letter sigma iz usually
prefixed to words beginning with a consonant.
especially before m and t, here sigma is prifived to
T in touke, This explains the word skal instead of
Kalin Line M Col. (ii) See Liddell and Scott's
Greek—English Lexicon,

The buffoon is prevoked at the rush of the party.
Bere, athi CUim apq—play separately.

16. CQuBp Dsrdrs  milisypdbr CufBrasZuwr—why do

you cringe, before it is separately poured to you ?

13

bere ialerode pomenzi petrekio'”
damut kinze paxei zebes lolo bia
bradis kottos'®

All. Kottos.
B. May you be kicked by ‘Kottos’.

King. Zopit (Drums)*?
B. What do they say ?

1%

usELLEsnfal rer GUED sTsbaugr@e. Glumeirst smilF
EELr;:E[};’II-:BEJurmThuugE you have been hoping this

much through casting the die each after counting the
gold at stake, why do you still cringe ?

S EaE  eTamllA USEL_u) F e DUEE Sreraii Gg'iﬁm

iy Gargs ges—~Cause each of them to play,
cach having counted his own (share and casting the
die loved for odd (number) and chop off the whole
(of savce).

The ommission and elision of vowelsand change
of consonants reguires no explanation. This is
entirely due to the difficulty of pronunciation of
Kannada words by the Greeks.

Pakte—uisa-

Paske or pakse, pakie, —uss3

Since ,—¢k according to Liddell and Scott and
sigma :was some-times changed into t, as prasso info
pratto. (Manual of Comparative Philolegy by Giles,
P, 115
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C. Give them a drink. quick.

B. Are you afraid to speak then? Hail,
] thuy whose days prosper! (Drums),

King. Zeisoukormosede (Drums) 2°
B. Ah! NotifI know it.
C. Itis watery: put in some wine (much
drumming)

G. Skalmakata bapteiragoumi' 2

H. Tougoummi® nekelekethro?

G. Eitou belle trachoupteragoumi?s

—

19. g 2 !'—Oh it fell. The king means that the -:I;

20,

21,
22,

23,

25,

fell with odd number, when he cast it,
PuilF S&rsi CiarFR s—have it poured into your
vessel by cheating.

LA LOBT BT, ur—Son, come and Eive the wine (Kal),

g.!rJLl m S g 2 alhE—For the
give them (wine),
Gl STIOITE caynuh e
boiled pulse). The
number of drams.
B Gssr e;LE-J;s TE A Are—You ask
up (your cups),

ﬂ,ﬂagw Qua‘fr%;rm:imr BUYRETEE oy
over? then the white wine,
raniom agreed upon.

Here : is equival : i
il quivalent for ask: See Liddell and
Scott's Greek-English Lexicon P. 1596, i

ransom agreed upon,

Give them (wine along with the
Plural number here indicates the

them why. Raise

b e—Ig it

give them {(wine) for the

15

B. Ah! None of your disgusting ways !
Stop! (Drums) Ah! What are you
doing ?

H. Trachountermana?®

G. Boullitikaloumbai 27 platagoulda bi

28
D. Apulecukasar (drums)*®
King. Chorbonorbothorba®® toumionaxiz®!

despitplatagoulda bi............3% seo

sarachis® (Drums) oradosatur®

26.

27.

\ 21.

29.
30,

al.
32

33,

H.

AgrdFaid G Srorar—wine 15 the ransom.

TF;ska.w.rum-drakahavum.
um spailg & Babudi—Come; you drink this good

wine.
Ly (ursr) g@;ﬁ;gﬂ—-}rau get life.
Mr. L. Riee, retired Director of -Archaeclogy in
Mysore suggests that platagoulda may be a Greek
word meaning “lo ¢lap hands”®
gyt |afleri—This is the sour sediment of the wine.
Earmadr isudr G857 rarsdr—0ne who desires will
appear.
Srsusir FRaursdr—he will give you a place.
23 FAEsF LY |£5.1'T ,s-jg,-s'?r_a:__w‘_i——having laft the

country of Axih (Oxyrhyncus) you will get life.
Flay Frdls»—0, Siva. bestow care on us.
sgiom i Garr—Kindly show love to us.
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Ouamesare ** sumpsaradara ei ia da
38

B. Martha marithouma
maitho thamouna
thouma (Drums)*

King. Malpiniak ouroukoubi karako.........
o

All, Aba*®

edmaimai
martha mari-

35,

36.

3z,
39.

40,

Oumesare. This is obscure. There s2ems to he a
village called Somesvara near Malpi.

b Frg aph stlim—Go to the river of the place
called Sumpsara or Umpsara The Greek word

Psolichus signifying the name of a river seems to he
a contraction of sumpsaradaru, the river of Sumpsara.

. This is obseure Mr. Bhiaskaranada Saltore, a Manga-

lorian friend of mire, says that these words are
uttered by the buffoon imitating the sounds of the
drums.

The following meaning iz also suggessted by him.
Maradam aridevu mayada maime; mayada adan
unna; mardam aridevamma.—we learnt a madicine.
But I doubt it.

L.mar—an imnitation of the sound of drums.
ST L 5T d aysuy aysiws s srg Ssrar-—0 Mal-

pinaik, Chiel of Malpi; the rest is obscure.
The repetition of ouka, ete., is duz to wine.
acer—a word of exclamation.

17

King. Zabede*' za biligidoumba*

All. Aba oun

King. Pan oum bretikateman ouam bre
thououeni*?

All. Panoumbretikate manouasm bretou

oueni Parakoum bretikate ma noum
bret ouou eni** olusadizaparda

piskou piskate man *® arei man
ridaou ** oupatei .. ... .a.* (Five

drummings).

41.
42

43,

id,

45,

46.

47,

SOUB_- 300 S arBi—the dish of a feast.
g_@_g_,?_m @Bas tabr ur—Come, eat this for a dish
of a feast.

ursranh Fulp v 8 Hd 5 swererans GuZp sTHP Bor
S0 B—Without the distribution of drink to us
separately, you divide shares of ransom (mana).
O madam.

urdauh GuBEm ahsf FEsDs oraoah Cugs

Glgar mei Do B—without selting aside our blessings
you divide shares of ransom, O madam,

s Bfdur sonffRsrsr @i Ad®D5 sribiasir—
unable as we areto win your regard, you may go
away with our free consent.

St sTibh  cmysrerd (urd smib gysfrerd—Who are there
like ourselves?

As 909385 (By SIFwEs)—is this to your satis-

faction?
3
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King. A boundj
: €55 barbari —
O goddess moon, # Hanoo L eart

With wild
step;

Ye Indian chiefs,
mystic sound.

measure and barbaric
bring the drum of

The frenzied Seri
: ric ste
ming and bﬂating] P (Much Ao L

All. Orkjs, 4=

B. What dg they say again ?

C. He says, dance.

B. Just ljke living men (Drums)

C. Throw him down and bind him with

the sacred girqye :
Finale). S (Much drumming

19

Yes all: the boat is at anchor closge
by; Whydo you linger? Helmsman,
I bid you bring the ship alongside
here at once.

D. Wait till I give him the word.

All

Are you talking again, you bungler?
Let us leave him outside to kiss the
ship’s bottom.

Are wyou all aboard?

Aboard.

O unhappy me! A great trembling
scizes my wretched body. Be pro-
pitious, lady goddess! Save thy hand-

maiden !
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«Egypt Exploration Fund : Graeco-Roman Branch
The Oxyrhynchus papyri: Part III'". Edited with
translations and notes by B. P. Grenfell and Arthur
S. Hunt, published by the Oxford Universily press,
1903.

Mysore Archacological report 1904.

Mysore Archacological report 1926-27.

“Bfd ysieer s @srerwor s - oxyrhynchus

—
papyrus No. 413 -by Govindapai. “Prabuddha
Karnataka™ - published by the university of Mysore
vol, 9-1927. weol. 11-1529.
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